Name: ____________________________________________

 Documentary Review

1) Name of documentary: 

The business of drugs

2) Director of the documentary: 

Yasmin Hurd

3) Year:

2020

4) Why did you choose this particular documentary? 

It involves more than one drug and it explains the origin and the impact of the drug industry


5) Who paid for (sponsored) or produced the documentary? What is the significance of this? 

Universal content production.
The movie was distributed widely.


6) Was the documentary “informational” or “promotional”? What are some aspects that made you choose the answer you did? 

The documentary was informational, this is because it gives a detective’s perspective on the drug business and how it runs.




7) Did the documentary have a stated thesis (purpose) or did you need to infer that?

The documentary states the purpose and it is all about the drug business.


8) Who (and what kind of) was the primary audience the documentary aimed at?

The primary audience is adults as it is aimed at giving them the inside look on the business of drug trafficking. Taking the perspective of different drugs each episode.

9) What type of approach (e.g., archival footage, interviews, film, printed materials, etc.) was used in the documentary?

Film



10) Did the documentary contain any “fiction” or “drama” mixed in with the information?

The former CIA agent is undercover in the operation and a lot of drama can be seen as he tries to stay unidentified



11) What is the relevance of the documentary to specific areas/topics of our course?

This documentary is raw in its aspect of delivering information, its theme is evident and relatable to our course



12) Did any certain issues or topics emerge as the strongest? The weakest?

The documentary gives an extensive view of the drug trade, it shows topics that emerge as strongest and has its weak side too



13) Which specific concepts or ideas are pertinent in understanding the documentary?


The main concept of the documentary is the insight on drug trade and its impact as a whole to the society at large.


14) Did the documentary critically view the subject or was it largely descriptive without analysis?

The documentary gives the critical view of the subject and it the viewer’s responsibility to understand and interpret the main views and teachings of the documentary.
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15) Was there anything “left unsaid” which you feel would have improved the presentation? For example, was there anything you would have liked to see included which wasn't?

The documentary gives us a couple of episodes therefore focuses on a different drug each episode, this ensures that nothing is left unsaid. However, the documentary is lacking the aspect of the view of the other perspective of the trade



16) What are some reasons you would suggest others to view this documentary?


The documentary gives a personal view on the trade and the implications of the drug trade in all aspects. This can be quite helpful for the viewer as it is quite informative


17) What are some reasons you would not suggest others to view this documentary?


The documentary may not be suitable to viewers who are underage as it may expose them to the world of drugs. Another reason is that it contains content that may not be suitable for young viewers. 



18) What did you learn and/or how did the documentary enhance your understanding (personally and related to drug trafficking)?

The main teaching of the documentary is a view in the world of drugs, its implications and effects to the society. It also teaches on the personal effects of drug abuse and addiction.
